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JOHN R. MCCUTCHEN U-T FILE 


Duncan Hunter and his wife, Margaret, watch 2008 
election returns that would give the Alpine Republi- 
can his first of five terms in Congress. 


HUNTER, WIFE FACE 


CRIMINAL CHARGES 


Congressman’s lawyer says 60-count indictment is politically motivated 


BY MORGAN COOK 
& JEFF McDONALD 


Rep. Duncan Hunter, R- 
Alpine, and his wife, Mar- 
garet, were indicted Tues- 
day on dozens of criminal 
charges including wire fraud 


and campaign finance 
crimes. 
The document, filed 


Tuesday in federal court in 
San Diego, accuses the cou- 
ple of converting more than 
$250,000 in campaign funds 
to pay for personal expenses 
and filing false campaign fi- 


U-T WATCHDOG 


nance records with the Fed- 
eral Election Commission to 
cover up the true nature of 
the expenses. 

The 60-count indictment 
accuses the couple of con- 
spiracy to commit wire 
fraud, falsification ofrecords 
and aiding and abetting in 
the prohibited use of cam- 
paign contributions. Within 
hours ofits issuance, Hunter 
assailed the investigation as 
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BD A4- Smolens column: 
GOP passed on backup plan. 


I A4 - Details on expenses 
listed in federal indictment. 


Ø AS - Timeline of Hunter's 
path to Congress, investigation. 


politically motivated just 
weeks before the fall cam- 
paign season gets under 
way. House Speaker Paul 
Ryan nevertheless an- 
nounced that Hunter had 
been stripped ofhis commit- 


tee assignments. 

Hunter, 41, has been 
under scrutiny since April 
2016, when the FEC and then 
The San Diego Union-Trib- 
une began questioning ex- 
penses of campaign funds 
on video games, private 
school tuition, oral surgery 
and a garage door for the 
couples Alpine home. 
Spendingofcampaign funds 
for personaluseis banned by 
law, to protect against un- 
due influence by donors who 
might benefit from congres- 

SEE HUNTER « A3 


COHEN PLEADS GUILTY, 


IMPLICATES PRESIDENT 


JURY CONVICTS MANAFORT ON MULTIPLE COUNTS OF FRAUD 


MANAFORT: Verdict 
is first conviction 

in investigation 

by special counsel 
U-T NEWS SERVICES 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. 

Paul Manafort, President 
Donald Trump’s former 
campaign chairman, was 
convicted Tuesday in his fi- 
nancial fraud trial, bringing 
a dramatic end to a politi- 
cally charged case. 

The verdict was a major 
victory for the special coun- 
sel, Robert Mueller, whose 
prosecutors introduced ex- 
tensive evidence that Mana- 
fort hid millions of dollars in 
foreign accounts to evade 
taxes and lied to banks re- 
peatedly to obtain millions 
of dollars in loans. 

The jury convicted 
Manafort on eight of the 18 
counts against him and said 
it was deadlocked on the 
other 10. U.S. District Court 
Judge T.S. Ellis declared a 
mistrial on those charges. 

Manafort stood impas- 
sively, his hands folded in 
front of him, and showed lit- 
tle reaction as the clerk read 
the word “guilty” eight sepa- 
rate times. As through most 
of the three-week trial, 
Manafort showed no emo- 
tion as he looked at the six 
women and six men who 
convicted him. 

President Donald Trump 
reacted to the verdict by de- 
nouncing Mueller’s investi- 
gation. 

“Paul Manafort’s a good 
man,” the president told re- 
porters in West Virginia. The 
verdict, he said, “doesn’t in- 
volve me but I still feel, you 
know, it’s a very sad thing 
that happened.” 

He pointed out that the 
charges in Manafort’s case 
did not involve Mueller’s 
core mission of investigating 
Russian interference in the 


JASON SZENES EFE 


Former Trump lawyer and confidant Michael Cohen admitted to illegal payments “in coordination with 
and at the direction of a candidate for federal office,” at U.S. District Court in Manhattan. 


AT RALLY, PRESIDENT INSISTS 
NO EVIDENCE OF COLLUSION 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday night addressed 
acrowd here ina state where 
he remains deeply popular, 
touching on his favorite 
themes while ignoring the le- 
gal troubles swirling around 
his presidency hours after 
his former campaign chair- 
man and former personal 


more than 40 points in 2016, 
Trump appeared on stage to 
deafening applause. He then 
took aim at NFL players for 
kneeling during the national 
anthem to protest police 
brutality. He praised the 
state’s “courageous” coal 
miners. He hailed Republi- 
can Senate candidate Pat- 
rick Morrisey as someone 
who will “fight for you like 
nobody’s ever fought for the 
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COHEN: Tells court 
Trump directed him 
to pay off 2 women 
during campaign 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 


NEW YORK 

Michael Cohen, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s for- 
mer personal lawyer, made 
the extraordinary admis- 
sion in court Tuesday that 
Trump had directed him to 
arrange payments to two 
women during the 2016 cam- 
paign to keep them from 
speaking publicly about af- 
fairs they said they had with 


Trump. 
Cohen acknowledged the 
illegal payments while 


pleading guilty to breaking 
campaign finance laws and 
other charges, a litany of 
crimes that revealed both 
his shadowy involvement in 
Trump’s circle and his own 
corrupt business dealings. 

He told a judge in U.S. 
District Court in Manhattan 
that the payments to the 
women were made “in coor- 
dination with and at the di- 
rection of a candidate for 
federal office,” implicating 
the president in a federal 
crime. 

“I participated in this 
conduct, which on my part 
took place in Manhattan, for 
the principal purpose of in- 
fluencing the election” for 
president in 2016, Cohen 
said. 

The plea represented a 
pivotal moment in the inves- 
tigation into the president, 
and the scene in the Man- 
hattan courtroom was re- 
markable. Cohen, a long- 

SEE COHEN « A11 
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